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Church at Burlington, Vt. The table was made in 
oak, antique finish, with carved border on the top 
consisting of grapes and vine, with sheaf of wheat at 
each corner. The design is rich and elaborate. 



tional consciousness that the amateur work will fail 
to be perfect, even after the trouble has been taken. 
This is especially so in the refurbishing of old furni- 
ture, In attempting to revive or restore its original 



THE steady increase in their business has kept 
the Phcenix Furniture Co., 175 Canal 
Street, unusually busy thus far this Beason. 
Their warerooms are continually replenish- 
ed from their factories, and the standard designs fur- 
nished are always equal to the best, and in their spe- 
cialties they have been preeminently successful. 
They are showing some superior styles in heavy 
antique oak, sideboards, hall 6tands, chamber sits 
and chairs especially are worthy of note. A bookcase 
in carved oak deserves particular mention. Folding 
beds in heavy walnut, carved, and in fine French 
paneling, are among the attractive articles in stock. 
Some of these beds have very handsome beveled edge 
mirrors in French plate glass in the front. They add 
greatly to the beauty of the bed and are in addition 
a decided convenience. Wardrobes are shown in 
great variety and in attractive patterns and styles. 
They vary in size to suit all demands. Hall stands 
are among the most interesting of current household 
necessities ; they are shown in a great variety of styles 
in oak, walnut, mahogany and cherry. 
* * 

With the coming of warm weather there is need 
for a general overlooKing of all household affairs and 
a thorough refitting of out of order articles and re- 
placing of those that are hopelessly injured or alto- 
gether destroyed. The general house furnishing 
establishment is one of the most interesting establish- 
ments in general trade, and among the best of its 
class is the house of Messrs. Lewis & Conger, 1338 
and 1340 Broadway, New York. Here may be found 
almost every article that the housekeeper will re- 
quire. A most complete assortment of kitchen furni- 
ture, in good and extra fine qualities, articles that 
will bear all ordinary wear and tear and remain in 
shape even under the most trying usage. The best 
families are making very general use of copper uten- 
sils, and it is important that they are selected from 
reliable stocks where onlv the best makes are kept. 
The same may be said of brass articles, than which 
nothing can be more worthless and even dangerous 
when of cheap or inferior quality. Such goods must 
always be chosen with intelligence, and only a well 
informed dealer can discriminate, hence the import- 
ance of going to reliable establishments where uten- 
sils of this sort are to be bought. Laundry fittings 
are labor saving or an aggravation, as they are of ap- 
proved patterns or of the slip-shod sort sometimes 
seen, and the refrigerator means economy or waste, 
as it is complete or inefficient. Messrs. Lewis <fc 
Conger are specialists in all of these goods and in ad- 
dition to these their china, glassware, cutlery and 
general house fittings are in every respect worthy of 
confidence, being of the best materials and in the 
most approved patterns. 



S. C. Small & Co., of Boston, have just made a 
handsome communion table for the Congregational 




MORSE, WILLIAMS & UO.'S (PHILADELPHIA) ALBRO H1NDLEY SCREW ELEVATOR. (SEE PAGE 21). 



In the economy of " fixing up " one's house 
there i6 often to be considered the element of great 
trouble owing to the lack of knowledge on the part 
of the housewife as to the readiest means of accom- 
plishing what she undertakes, and there is the addi- 




COMMUNTON TABLE, DESIGNED AND MADE BY 8, C. SMALL «R CO., BOSTON, MASS. 



brightness, its vitality. A woman is usually adept in 
the use of a needle and can upholster in presentable 
shape, but when it comes to the masculine labor of 
restaining or varnishing the frame of that which she 
has upholstered, the difficulties become vast and 
plenty. To restain and varnish a piece of furniture 
was formerly a task of considerable magnitude, even 
to a man who made it his business, as it necessitated 
scraping off the old varnish, applying a hot 6tain or 
dye, sandpapering, applying shellac, drying for 
several days, putting on two or more coats of var- 
nish, and finally rubbing down and polishing, a for- 
midable undertaking that would appal any ordinary 
housewife. Now, however, the process has been sim- 
plified and brought within reach of those ladies whose 
natural taste prompts them to give a portion of their 
leisure to the adornment and beautifying of their 
homes. A transparent paint has been invented which 
when applied to the wood, stains and varnishes it at 
the same time, with the imitation of any other wood 
that may be desired. A piece of pine, when treated 
with this paint, takes upon itself the appearance of 
walnut or mahogany or rosewood as the case may be, 
according to the paint used, Its natural grain clearly 
showing through the coloring and displaying the 
natural beauty of the wood itself. This transparent 
paint is so clear and its coloring matter so penetrating 
that it sinks into the wood and gives it the selected 
shade without concealing any peculiar marks there 
may be upon it. In its use upon old furniture that 
has lost its lustre and the beauty has apparently 
faded out of its surface, it is not necessary to go to 
the trouble of scraping off the varnish already on, 
but merely wash the piece clean and then put this 
transparent paint on with a brush. It will at once 
impart a color and a finish that 1 he article had when 
it was new. On new wood it acts at once as a stain, 
filler and varnish. Wolff & Randolph, 933 North 
Front Street, Philadelphia, the manufacturers of it, 
have prepared a catalogue containing sundry examples 
of common wood treated with the paint, and any one 
who has use for such a thing can best satisfy them- 
selves as to the value of this particular paint by 
writing to them for particulars. 
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Mes8bs. Adams, "Richter & 
Co., 371 Canal Street, New York, 
are doing 6ome most excellent work 
in the line of window shades. They 
make a specialty of high class 
goods and finish, and the popular- 
ity of their wares is the best evi 
dence of their willingness to put 
good goods upon the market. 
Their decorated shades are particu- 
larly desirable, being made from 
fine cambric shade, cloth, and fin- 
ished in the most approved colors 
and patterns. Some of the new 
designs are remarkably artistic and 
have received the highest commen- 
dations from artists and others who 
are competent judges of what con- 
stitutes the best grade of work in 
this line. Messrs. Adams & Richter 
are ready to do an extensive busi- 
ness in store shades to order, and 
are prepared to furnish all sorts jof 
odd sizes and odd measurements. 
Out of town orders are filled and 
samples and estimates are furnished 
on request. In addition to the 
above this house are importers and 
jobbers of fine Scotch and American 
holland, shade rollers and all ma- 
terials belonging to this branch of 
the trade. 



The interest of all persons of 
cultivated tastes in the novelties of 
fine china and glassware never ex • 
periences any abatement. Every 
season brings its treasures in this 
line, and every manufacturer has 
his specialties, each one of which 
creates an entertainment by itself. 
The establishment therefore that 
has the means and taste at its 
command to cull from the markets 
of the world all the choicest trea- 
sures in this branch of trade and 
group them under one roof, has 
much that is worthy of critical ex- 
amination and study. Such an as- 
sortment is presented for public inspection and in- 
struction in the showrooms of Messrs. Ovington 
Brothers, Fulton and Clark Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
In this extensive establishment are to be found 
specimens from all of the leading manufacturers of 
fine china and glass ware in the world. 

Superb single pieces and courses for oysters, 
fish, soup, roast, game, entrees, salad and dessert are 
shown from Mintons, Copeland, Worcester, Crown 
Derby, Havilands, Dresden, Berlin and Vienna. Deli- 
cate after dinner coffees, fruit, dessert, ice cream and 
berry sets are artistic beyond description and can only 
be appreciated after careful study. The new fish and 
game sets particularly are done in the most exquisite 
style of high art and the decorations are artistic tri- 
umphs in the application of colors. The assortment 
of cut glass is simply perfect, and whether in single 

Eieces or in sets the design and finish is unrivalled, 
adies, especially, who are fond of examining such 
wares will find an hour or two most profitably spent 
in looking over this choice collection of fine table 
ware. There are also toilet sets of all sorts and 
prices, for which the stock is replete with elegant 




DECORATED WINDOW SHADE, MADE BY P. J. KLOES & CO., NEW YORK CITY. 



-and high cost novelties, the minor necessities and 
more simple pieces of china are in no sense over- 
looked, the most meagre income being allowed for. 
A handsome catalogue will be sent anyone. 



The fancy for tile of various sorts appears to be 
increasing, and .in response to the very general de- 
mand for them some extremely fine specimens are 
brought out. The American Encaustic Tiling 
Company, 116 West Twenty- third Street, New York, 
stand in the front rank on work of this description. 
Some specially fine designs have recently been sent to 
their showrooms from their factory in Zanesville, O. 
There are charming decorated tiles, figures, flowers 
and other designs, worthy of frames and a place on 
the wall among the art treasures. The embossed 
tiles are unusually artistic and are attracting a good 
deal of attention. There is a novel discussion about 
the difficulty of making tiles in this country that will 
not u craze." There seems to be no doubt that this 
company has solved the perplexing problem, for 
clearer, finer specimens of this sort of work it would 
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DECORATED WINDOW SHADE, MADE BY F. J. KL0E9 A CO., NEW YORK CITY. 



be impossible to find, even in the best factories of 
the old wortd. The glaze is apparently perfect and 
the general effect of color and application are in every 
way worthy of approval. There are tiles for all sorts 
of useful and ornamental purposes, for fireplaces, 
bath-rooms, hearths, cabinet work, walls, floors, and 
for purely ornamental and decorative purposes. A 
visit to the showrooms is instructive and entertaining. 
They issue a beautifully illustrated catalogue. 



Leather decorations and leather trimmings are 
coming into more general use every year. There are 
such charming ways of using this material, and such 
fine effects are produced when it is put into artistic 
hands for decorative purposes that its popularity is 
continually extending, and in addition to this its ex- 
treme durability makes it specially favored for covers 
and all places where there is steady and rather severe 
wear. Mr. A. B. Rudiger, 522 First Avenue, New 
York, has long devoted hi6 time and talents to the 
production of the finest decorative articles in this line 
and has in stock an admirable assort- 
ment of trimmings for all purposes. 
There are fine fringes, gimps, cords, 
tassels, rosettes and fanciful orna- 
ments, all designed and made after 
the most approved methods. Mr. 
Rudiger is well known as an inventor 
and patentee of some of his choicest 
specialties, and is therefore able to 
control hisbest styles and patterns. 
Parties who are contemplating ex- 
tensive furnishings should learn what 
are the good points in his stock of 
leather goods and govern themselves 
accordingly. 

* * 

* 

The increased uses of tapestry 
as wall decoration for rooms in mod- 
ern American houses has been in the 
ratio of the advance in American 
wealth and taste, yet the monetary 
value of genuine tapestry, whether 
it be antique or of recent manufac- 
ture, often places it outside the reach 
of those whose tasteful homes must 
rely more upon the good judgment of 
the owner than upon his financial re- 
sources. To such, and in fact to the 
many who are fully able to Indulge in 
the more expensive material, it will 
be gratifying to learn that an imita- 
tion tapestry has been imported from 
France, so nearly akin in appearance 
to its original that the deception in a 
strongly lighted apartment at five feet 
distance is absolute. We have given 
an illustration of the hangings on 
page 15 of this issue, where it is 
shown applied to the wall of a dining- 
room, indicating the effect without 
the brilliancy of the coloring of the 
material itself. In the illustration 
given the hanging at the door repre- 
sents the figures in the victory of 
Queen Panthasilee over Diomede; 
the large panel pictures the reunion 
of the Greek and Trojan chiefs under 
the auspices of Priam, and the hom- 
age rendered Queen Fanthasilee by 
Priam ; while the small panel at the 
right shows the honor paid to Pyrr- 
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DINING TABLE, IN ANTIQUE OAK OR SOLID MAHOGANY, MADE BY THE BEUKKY & GAY CO., 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 



hus. The entire piece is printed on Flemish linen, a 
heavy texture, and the colors exactly reproduce the 
genuine. These hangings are brought into this 
country by Johnson & Faulkner, 35 East Seven- 
teenth Street, New York, and as displayed upon the 
walls of their establishment would attract anyone. 



We insure our warehouses, ships and cargoes, 
our stores and dwellings, our goods and chattels, 
against the risk of loss by fire. We insure our lives 
against the inevitable loss by death, and its sad con- 
sequences to others. We insure our persons against 
the results of carelessness or accident ! 

While every sensible person feels it incumbent 
upon him to insure his property on sea against tire and 
other disasters, the courts of the country every day 
furnish evidences of losses arising from defective and 
disputed titles to real estate. There may be incum- 
brances of dower rights— of life estates— of rights by 
the curtesy — the whole estate may be liable for de- 
cedent's debts, and undiscovered trusts, or hidden 
easements may exist. Conditions or restrictions, 
rendering the estate unsuited for the uses to which 
it is proposed to devote it may be in force I Forged 
instruments may be in the chain of record title, and 
mechanics' liens, tax sales, judgments and decrees 
in equity constantly impend, while the various assess- 
ments and betterments, which by law are a lien on 
real estate, are always present elements of danger. 
The Massachusetts Title Insurance Company 
comes to the succor of those who have money trans- 
actions in real estate, to examine titles and guard all 
parties where there are technical defects or surround- 
ings of doubt. This company has its offices at 23 
Milk street, Boston, and the object of the company 
is to undertake for a moderate and fixed considera- 
tion the examination of titles to real estate, and to 
insure owners and mortgagees against loss by reason 
of defects of title. It offers absolute security from 
loss, a saving of expense in conveyancing, and ex- 
pedition in the transaction of business. 



Upon this page we 
illustrate a sideboard 
and diningtable made 
either in English oak 
or solid mahogany by 
the Berkey & Gay 
Furniture Co., of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
The pieces are exceed- 
ingly rich in design, 
material and execu- 
tion, solid and sub- 
stantial. These ar- 
ticles are but one pat- 
tern of the very many 
this firm make, all of 
them being distin- 
guished for their ele- 
ments of beauty and 
constructive perfec- 
tion. Inquiries at 
their establishment 
show us that the 
popular woods for 
present furniture use 
are antique oak and 
mahogany, the former 
being somewhat new 
in its popularity and 
recent in its introduc- 
tion, and having that 
delightful greenish 
brown tinge which is 
distinctive of the old 
English oak, coming 
apparently from use 
and not from the aid 
of foreign coloring 
matter. The light 
natural mahogany is 
preferred in that 
wood. In designs 
there are some ex- 
ceedingly clever ideas. 
The German Renaiss- 
ance is worked liber- 
ally into sideboards, 
while the pure Colon- 
al and modifications 
of it may be selected 



from an ex- 
tensive as- 
sortment and 
it is not un- 
worthy of 
notice that a 
bit of the 
real St. Do- 
mingo ma- 
hogany en- 
ters into 
some of these 
sideboards. 
A reception 
hall cabinet 
is a scheme 
of conveni- 
ence. It con- 
sists of a 
chiffonier e- 
like struc- 
ture com- 
posed of 
drawers, two 
small clos- 
ers and a 
shelf, intend- 
ed asitsname 
suggests, to 

stand in the hall serving as a receptacle for hats, 
gloves, brushes and\many other things that would be 
conveniently placed in such an article. A noticeable 
feature is the use of oxydized brass knobs on the 
oak furniture, carrying out the idea of the antique 
throughout, and giving something that is attractive 
and novel. In bedroom furniture there is a great 
deal new and attractive ; heavily carved bedsteads 
and bureaus are of course shown, and their novelty 
lies in the originality of the carved patterns ; there 
is a low, heavily built washstand that is most elegant 
in effect and entirely new in design, the other pieces 
in the set of course' corresponding. In chiffoniers 
there are some with curtains concealing open shelves, 
and in bookcases (here is a variety as wide as probably 
would be needed to meet the taste of the ordinary 
and the particular buyer. The firm's New York 
showroom is 15 and 17 Elizabeth Street. 



Ladies of taste are always interested in any thing 
novel or attractive in the line of indoor decoration. 
There are many novelties now in use, but one impor- 
tant addition has just been made to the number. Mr. 
W. C. Young, 793 Arch Street, Philadelphia, is show- 
ing some specimens of imitation stained glass panels 
that are among the most attractive articles of this . 
sort ever produced, and are full of suggestions for 
home and amateur decoration. This stained glass 
substitute, when properly applied and finished with 
due care, is a most perfect and ornamental imitation 
of real colored glass. It consists of sheets of fine 
linen paper with which all of the rich and artistic 
effects so much admired in glass may be produced, 
and at the most trifling cost. Ladies living in their 
own houses can, by a little judicious. labor, trans- 
form their plain windows, transoms and side lights 
into the most exquisite and artistic similitude of the 
richest stained glass, and after a time surround them- 
selves with delightful results of their own taste and 
industry. These colored appliques are so prepared 
as to give all shades, tints and variation of color, 




even the dull effects of the leads being accurately 
produced. A special charm about this class of work 
is that it takes no special skill or previous instruc- 
tion to manage it successfully. Of course, as in all 
color work, there are more artistic possibilities when 
the operator has a trained eye and skillful fingers, but 
excellent results may be achieved by the merest 
amateur. One of the prettiest uses of this material 
was recently made by the children of a country town 
Sabbath Rchool. Each class decorated a window, and 
presented it to the tiny chapel where these classes 
were held. When finished the room was a blaze of 
golden and crimson light, and the little ones were 
more than delighted with the result of their patient 
labors. 

* * 

* 

With the present style of building some simple 
and practical hoisting machinery is required in every 
establishment where more than one floor is used. The 
old fashion of carrying articles up and down stairs is 
much too tedious for modern ideas and the proper 
dispatch of business, and the elevator is one of the 
features of even the less pretentious stores, shops 
and factories ; that this class of machinery should be 
as perfect as it is possible to make it, is highly im- 




SrDEBOARD, IN ANTIQUE OAK OR SOLID MAHOGANY, MADE BY THE BERKEY & GAY CO., 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 



DRAWING-ROOM CHAIR, MADE BY F. MOHR & CO., NEW YORK.. 

portant, not only for the sake of convenience but for 
safety of life and limb. Messrs. Morse, Williams 
& Co., 411 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, Pa., are put- 
.ting up some elevators that for practical utility, 
smoothness of action and general excellence, are un- 
surpassed. They are provided with the most ap- 
proved safety appliances, some of which are their 
own exclusive property. Among the special points 
in their favor are the automatic stop, by means of 
which the machinery may be stopped at any given 
point. This is particularly valuable, as the elevatoi 
may be set at any point desired, and the machinery is 
so perfect in its action that there is no possible dan- 
ger of any disarrangement. In cases where there is 
a necessity for persons going beneath the elevator this 
is very important, and should be attached to every ' 
such machine in the land. The brake, too, is import- 
ant, and the one used by this firm has many points of 
excellence. The pulleys do not come in contact with 
it until required for use, and then by means of a com- 
pound lever and weights the action may be so per- 
fectly adjusted that it acts with mathematical regu- 
larity. The belt shifter, which is one of the most im- 
portant portions of a power hoist, is especially per- 
fect in its action. It has neither rack gearing or link 
motion, and the machinery is so arranged that while 
one belt is being shifted the other remains undis- 
turbed. The device that prevents shifting the belts 
too far is particularly valuable, as many accidents 
have occurred from the displacement of the belts of 
such machinery. The drum, the driving dium, the 
patent safety clutch, and the new improved automatic 
hatch doors, which close and open as the elevator 
platform passes the several floors, are all important 
improvements and deserve notice from mechanics and 
builders who are in need of any form of hoisting 
machinery. 



Messrs. Rottmann, Strome & Co. have a special 
representative, Mr. H. Webner, just arrived in this 
country from Japan. Beginning with San Francisco 
he will make the tour of the principal cities of the 
United States, with a new and most attractive and 
varied assortment of Japanese leather papers. Read- 
ers of The Decorator and Furnisher need not be 
told what these goods in general are, as they have 
been fully described from samples seen in the firm's 
warerooms in New York city. To those who have 
recently become subscribers it is only necessary to say 
that these goods are of the most exquisite and taste- 
ful patterns, are especially durable, and possess that 
unique Japanesque effectiveness that make all of the 
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HIGHLAND bTONK GARLAND VASES, MADE BY JOSEPH WILLETT, HYDE PARE, MASS. 



products of that wonderful country and people so 
interesting. All shades and patterns of this paper 
are furnished, the styles of ivory, gilt and bronze 
being especially admirable. Parties who are arrang- 
ing for fine fittings should not overlook these Japan- 
ese papers, as they are among the most desirable of 
all wall decorations. ' 



With the coming of spring everything pertaining 
to the lawn, garden or greenhouse becomes doubly 
interesting. Almost every yard, porch, lawn or ter- 
race requires something in the way of a decorative 
vase or a pedestal upon which to place a handsome 
basket or pot of plants. Mr. Joseph Willett, of 
Hyde Park, Mass., has in stock one of the most com- 
plete assortments of lawn and garden pedestals and 
vases that it. has ever been our good fortune to ex- 
amine. These articles are called Highland Stone, and 
are durable, handsome and made in the most elegant 
and graceful of modern designs. A specially attract- 
ive pattern is an oak leaf and acorn lawn vase. This 
style is thirty-nine inches in height, including pedes- 
tal, and is thirty inches across the widest part. It is 
admirably adapted for setting in pairs, one each side 
of wide drives or handsome main walks. Other styles 
of various sizes and patterns are shown. There are 
small vases with pedestals that are very desirable for 
porch es and are sometimes set in wide windows and 
filled with house plants. A large vase of this sort is 
much more desirable than a number of little pots. 
The greater amount of earth keeps the roots of the 
plants from starvation or drying up, while one large 
pot is much more easily cared for than many small 
ones. With care many varieties of plants wiirflourish 
in one of these large vases and the effect even in a 
parlor is very fine. For those who prefer regular 
flower pots there are ample provisions in this line. 
Very handsome fluted pots with saucers are furnished; 
these are also made of Highland stone. This mater- 
ial has stood the tests of many years and is receiving 
unqualified approval from all who have used the ar- 
ticles made from it. There are objections to iron, as 
it not only draws heat and dries up the earth, but 
must be painted frequently, and it is by many urged 
that the paint is injurious to the plants. The High- 
land stone requires no paint, remains moi6t and cool 
through the hottest weather, and always preserves its 
natural color, a clear gray granite. Moss does not 
form on the outside, neither does the ware become 
green moldy. All together, this material is excep- 
tionally desirable. 

Highland stone edging and borders are coming 
into general use. They are reliable, handsome and 
perfectly fitted and finished. The Highland 6tone 



sectional well lining is attracting a good deal of at- 
tention. As a device for securing pure cold water it 
is one of the most practical in the market. Catalogue 
and descriptions will be sent on application. 



Surprise is often expressed by 6tranerers at the 
fact that a Sixth Avenue establishment in New York 
should display a larger and more varied stock of car- 
pets than can be found in any other retail store in 
the world. And yet a little reflection will show how 
this state of things has been brought about. In the 
first place Sheppard Knapp & Co. are not manufac- 
turers, and consequently are not confined to the pro- 
ductions of their own mill. In the second place they 
are not commission merchants, and are not therefore 
obliged to give the preference to the make of carpets 
they represent over perhaps better goods in which 
they are not interested. Moreover, the foreign manu- 
facturers do not hesitate to send to the firm the 
choicest patterns as they come from the loom, feeling 
certain that they will not be copied in its own goods 
or those of the maker it might happen to represent as 
agents. Long before the elevated road made Sixth 
Avenue a great artery of business and turned the tide 
of retail trade forever from Broadway, Sheppard 
Knapp had laid his foundations on this plan, and 
though people thought him years in advance of the 
times, he laid them broad and deep. He has 6teadily 
adhered to the policy of avoiding any entangling alli- 
ances with manufacturers at home or abroad, and has 
as a result been absolutely free to handle the best 
patterns and the best goods, no matter by whom they 
were made. It is not merely an idle boast on the 
part of the firm that they have the most varied as- 
sortment of carpets in the world. 



The subject of furniture is one of which the pub- 
lic never grows weary, and in which there is such 
eudless variety and so many constantly recurring 
surprises that an entire literature might be made 
upon this topic alone. Messrs. John Otto's Sons, 
Williamsport, Penn., are specialists in hard wood 
chamber furniture. This establishment comprehends 
everything necessary for turning out high grade 
work, and with eight acres of the best facilities they 
can confidently commend their productions to the 
best class of consumers. Among their new patterns 
are some artistically designed Chiffoniers in antique 
oak and mahogany finish. These are arranged with 
the special view of putting the storage space in the 
uiost available form. There are no useless spaces, 
the entire article being snug and compact, as well as 



handsome. A lady's toilet table is much ad- 
mired. It has a swinging mirror, adjustable at 
any angle. The table is made in antique oak or 
mahogany finish. A most useful piece of furni- 
ture is the combination chiffoniere, which has 
chests of drawers, secretary, dressing case and 
movable mirror and shaving stand in one. With 
the necessity for economy of space, especially in 
cities, these adaptable furnishings are coming 
into much more general use. When reliable in 
quality and workmanship, as is the case with 
the articles just mentioned, they are in every 
way worthy of adoption, and householders who 
have experienced the convenience of such pieces 
of furniture will be among their most enthusi- 
astic advocates. 



Protection from the heat of the sun is 
just as essential to health and happiness in the 
summer months as like protection from the cold 
is in winter, and the means of procuring this 
element of comfort and safety is no small consi- 
deration in the construction of a house. The 
old-fashioned outside green shutters were the 
first appliance, and they were in time super- 
ceded by the inside folding Venetian blind, an 
improvement unquestionably, but still so far 
from even comparative perfection as to leave 
the field open to the inventive faculties of some 
9 . one who could go a step further. This came 
about in the Wilson Patent Roller Blinds, 
when there was another, and perhaps the final 
step made in these most important articles of 
house furnishing. Instead of the shutter that 
opens into the room and necessitates a general 
moving of chairs and people when it is intended 
either to open or close it, there is a wooden curtain 
made up of slats, flexibly joined to one another and 
rolling up around a cylinder at the top of the window 
piece or sliding, with only the slight bent suited to 
the shape of the wall, directly up into the space over 
the window frame. The value of this device both in 
its neat appearance and its immense economy of 
space can be appreciated. 

These rolling blinds are made for various other 
purposes as well as for use at the windows of dwell- 




HIGHLAND STONE GARLAND VASE. 
MADE BY JOSEPH WILLETT, HYDE PARK, MASS. 

ings. In steel or iron they serve as protection against 
burglars and fire in stores, being let down over the 
show window and entrance, and presenting a front 
that no burglar could find his way through. For car 
windows they are admirable, as also for desks and 
bookcases, and as partitions for dividing large rooms 
into smaller apartments. The inventor and manu- 
facturer is James G. Wilson, 953 Broadway, New 
York, and he has published an illustrated catalogue 
that be will send to anyone who requests it and men- 
tions The Decorator & Furnisher in the request. 





l TBK MACBETH'" FIREPLACE LININGS AND DECORATIVE PANELS, MODELED IN HIGH RELIEF BY EHNINGER. AND MADE BY SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE CO., BCST0N, MASS. 
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